MAYBE that Byron should be forgiven the
insolence of making the sea his private
looking-glass it is certain that a nobody
could not be forgiven for treating a con-
tinent as merely the reflector of his own
little personality, and no such insolence is
in my intention I propose no more than
the recording of some of the experiences
through which as a child and as a man I
apprehended whatever of India is mine
Of experiences which happened to be
mine in India, but which in essentials
might have been mine anywhere, I have
nothing to say, and in writing of those
other, those relevant experiences, I have
kept liberty to reject and to rearrange
facts in the interest of expressiveness, that
is, of the only kind of truth that concerns
me, truth to idea and emotion.
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